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SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE 
ESTABLISHMENTS AND INDUSTRY 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 19, 1954 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS OF THE 
COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 
Albany, N. Y. 

The subcommittee met at 10:30 a. m., pursuant to recess, in the 
fourth-floor courtroom, Federal Building, Albany, N. Y., Senator 
Joseph R. MeCarthy (chairman) presiding. 

Present: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, Republican, Wisconsin. 

Present also: Roy M. Cohn, chief counsel; James N. Juliana, 
staff investigator; C. George Anastos, staff investigator. 

The CHatRMAN. The committee will come to order. 

Mr. Cohn, who is your first witness? 

Mr. Conn. Mr. Arsenault. 

The CuatrMan. Mr. Arsenault, will you come forward? Would 
vou remain standing and be sworn. In this matter now in hearing 
before this committee, do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. ArRsENAULT. I do, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF JEAN ARSENAULLT, JR. 


Mr. Conn. Would you keep your voice up, please, Mr. Arsenault, 
so we can hear you? What is your full name? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. Jean Arsenault, Jr. 

Mr. Coun. Jean Arsenault, Jr., J-e-a-n <A-r-s-e-n-a-u-l-t, Junior? 

Mr. ArRseNAULT. Junior. 

Mr. Coun. How old are you, Mr. Arsenault? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. Twenty-six. 

Mr. Coun. Mr. Arsenault, have you ever been a Communist? 

Mr. ARSENAULT. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. And during what years were you a Communist? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. The summer of 1949 to February 1953. 

Mr. Conn. And in 1953 you broke completely with the Communist 
movement? 

Mr. ARSENAULT. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. And you have worked with the FBI; is that correct? 

Mr. ArRsg£NAULT. That is correct. 

Mr. Conn. Mr. Arsenault, would you tell the committee where you 
were born? 

Mr. Arsenavuut. Albany, N. Y. 

Mr. Coun. Where were you educated? 

Mr. ARSENAULT. Schenectady. 
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Mr. Coun. What school did you attend there? 

Mr. Arsenavu.t. Mount Pleasant High School. 

Mr. Conn. And did you have a college education? 

Mr. ARSENAULT, Yes. 

Mr. Coun. What did you do after college? 

Mr. Arsenautr. After college I worked in New York City. 

\[r. Coun. And what kind of jobs did you have in New York? 

\ir. Arnsenavuit. Well, it mainly was writing and various things. 

\ir COHN. | unde rstood you Lo Say that you became a Communist 
in the summer of 1949; is that correct? 

Mr. Arsenautt. That is correct. 

Mr. Conn. By the way, this is the first time you have ever testified 
in p iblic session any place; is that correct? 

Mr. Arsenautt. That is correct 

Mr. Conn. After you became a Communist, did you receive any 
formal Communist education? 

\Ir. ARSENAULT. Yes; at the Jefferson School, in New York City, 
and also at the Marxist Institute at the Jefferson School in New York 
City 

Mr. Coun. You studied at both the Jefferson School 

The CuatrMan. Would you try and keep your voice up a little 
more? 

Mr. ARSENAULT. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coun. You studied at both the Jefferson School 

Mr. Arsenautr. And the Marxist Institute. 

Mr. Coun. What type courses did you take at these two places? 

Mr. ArseNAULT. Various things. One of the basic courses in 
Marxism. 

Mr. Coun. Were you taught Marxism and Marxism-Leninism? 

Mr. Arsenautr. Yes; the standard courses and also advanced 
courses in the institute. 

Mr. Conn. Were you taught the principles of class struggle and 
revolution? 

Mr. Arsenautt. Yes; all of that, from A to Z on that. 

Mr. Coun. For about how long a period of time did you attend the 
Jefferson School and the Marxist Institute? 

Mr. ArseNAvuLT. That was the summer of 1952 to February 1953. 

Mr. Coun. In addition to a Communist education, did you ever do 
any writing for the Communist Party or any Communist publications? 

Mr. Arsenauur. Yes. I wrote for the Daily Worker, the Worker, 
and also | wrote numerous leaflets, for radio and television programs. 

Mr. Conn. Of the Daily Worker and the Worker; does the Worker 
contain some signed articles by you? 

Mr. ARSENAULT. Yes, it does. 

Mr. Conn. Which you wrote as a correspondent for the official 
publication of the Communist Party, is that right? 

Mr. Arsenau.tT. That is correct. 

Mr. Coun. Did you have a card authorizing you to act as a 
correspondent for the Daily Worker? 

Mr. ARSENAULT. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. By whom was that card signed, do you recall? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. John Gates. ; 

Mr. Conn. Is that the same John Gates who is a convicted leader 
of the Communist Party? 
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Mr. ArseNnAvuLt. That is correct. 

Mr. Conn. That was for conspiracy to advocate and teach the 
overthrow of the Government? 

Mr. ARSENAULT. That is correct. 

Mr. Coun. What type of news would you customarily report for 
the Daily Worker, from what area of the country? 

Mr. ArsENAuLT. That was from this area, in the capital district. 

Mr. Coun. From the upstate area? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. That is correct. 

Mr. Conn. Mr. Arsenault, did you ever, in addition to writing or 
being a correspondent for the Daily Worker and attending these 
Communist schools, did you ever participate in any Communist front 
activities? 

Mr. ArRsENAULT. Numerous ones. 

Mr. Conn. Can you recount for us some of them? 

Mr. Arsenau.t. American Labor Party, Civil Rights Congress 
Well, the Capital District Negro Labor Council, and the Youth Com- 
mittee Against the Mundt Bill, and the Labor Youth League, YPA, 
et cetera, et cetera. 

Mr. Conn. You have had a pretty full run of activity in the 
various Communist fronts; is that right? 

Mr. Arsenautr. That is correct. 

Mr. Coun. When you were a Communist, did you ever attend cell 
meetings of the Communist Party? 

Mr. ArsenAuxLtT. That is right 

Mr. Coun. Paid dues? 

Mr. ArseNAULT. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. In other words, your activity in the Communist Party 
was such that you attended, or received a formal Communist educa- 
tion in the Jefferson School and Marxist Institute, you attended cell 
meetings, paid dues, participated in various front activities and were 
a correspondent for the Daily Worker; is that right? 

Mr. Arsenautr. That is correct. 

Mr. Conn. And I gather through all of those activities you were 
able to gain a considerable knowledge about the Communist move- 
ment and the Communist conspiracy and various of the people in it; 
is that right? 

Mr. Arsenautt. That is correct. 

Mr. Coun. Now, Mr. Arsenault, were you ever employed by the 
General Electric Co.? 

Mr. Arsenautr. Yes; I was. 

Mr. Conn. At the Schenectady plant? 

Mr. Arsenautr. At GE in Schenectady. 

Mr. Conn. When did you leave your employment with GE in 
Schenectady? 

Mr. Arsenautr. That was the end of January, the beginning of 
February of 1952. 

Mr. Conn. While you were at General Electric, can you tell us 
whether or not there was a cell of Communists at General Electric? 

Mr. ArseENAULT. There was. 

Mr. Conn. About how many—I know it is a big plant and you 
don’t have complete familiarity, but to your knowledge about how 
many employees at General Electric did you know to be Communists? 

Mr. Arsenautt. About 15. 
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Mr. Coun. And you have supplied the committee in executive ses- 
sion with the names of those 15 employees; is that correct? 

Mr. ArseNAULT. That is correct. 

\[r. Coun. Now, are various of those persons you knew to be 
Communist Party members and members of this Communist cell at 
Cie neral Klectric still working at General Electric? 

Mr. Arsenautr. To my knowledge there are. 

Mr. Coun. Some of them are; is that correct? And you furnished 
the committee with information about them; is that right? 

Mr. ArsenAutt. That is correct. 

Mr. Coun. Now, I might ask you this, Mr. Arsenault: Did you 
ever hear, in addition to the Communist cell at General Electric, of 
which you have direct personal knowledge, and which we will pursue 
in great detail in a few minutes—did you ever in official party circles 
gain knowledge of Communist infiltration of any other plants besides 
the main plant at General Electric in Schenectady? 

Mr. Arsenautr. Yes. Early in 1952 in a conversation with a cor- 
respondent of the Daily Worker, he mentioned the fact that we have 
our people at the Knolls, and by ‘‘our people,’’ he was of course refer- 
ring to the Communist Party members. 

Mr. Coun. That is the Knolls Atomic Laboratory? 

Mr. Arsenautr. That is correct 

Mr. Conn. Can you tell us the name of the Communist functionary 
who made that statement to you? 

Mr. Arsenautr. Jack Wandell. 

Mr. Coun. W-a-n-d-e-l-l? 

Mr. ArseNAuULT. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. What was his position in the party? 

Mr. Arsenautr. The main thing was he wrote for the Daily Worker 
and the Worker. That was his big activity. 

Mr. Conn. You knew him to be an active, acknowledged member 
of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Arsenautr. That is correct. 

The CuarrmMan. Officer, allow as many people in as you can without 
violating the regulations of the fire department. It is supposed to be 
a public session 

Mr. Coun. Mr. Arsenault, I might ask you this: I want to go 
particularly to the time you were working at General Electric and 
to your activities in Communist cells in that area and your activities 
with the employees in the defense plant. Did you ever attend any 
cell meetings with members of the Communist Party working at 
General Electric? 

Mr. Arsenautr. Yes. There were various meetings I attended 
with them. 

Mr. Conn. Did you ever attend any cell meetings of Communist 
Party members employed at General Electric who are still working 
at General Electric to your knowledge? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. Yes, to my knowledge. 

Mr. Coun. Did you ever attend any cell meetings which were 
actually held at the homes of these General Electric employees? 

Mr. Arsenauur. Yes; I attended meetings at their homes. 

Mr. Coun. Can you name for us—let’s take this one by one. 

Mr. Chairman, I might say according to your direction here, al- 
though the witness has supplied us with a good number of names, 
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the only names we are going to ask him to mention this morning, and 
he has been told about this, are the names of witnesses who we have 
been able to contact and have here in person so that they will be 
available to come forward and deny the statements made here if they 
choose to do so. , . 

Now, would you give us the first name of a current General Electric 
employee whom you knew to be a Communist and a’ whose home you 
attended Communist cell meetings? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. Well, Sidney Friedlander would be one. 

Mr. Coun. Sidney Friedlander? 

Mr. ArRsENAULT. Right. 

Mr. Coun. Tell us about your knowledge of Sidney Friedlander. 

Mr. ArseNAu.t. Well, he was a shop steward, and the executive 
board member in the union. 

Mr. Conn. Which union was that? 

Mr. Arsenavu.tt. UE. 

Mr. Conn. United Electrical? 

Mr. Arsenautt. They have the bargaining rights in the plant. 
And also I attended Communist Party meetings at his home, had 
various conversations with him. He made it known to me that he 
was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Coun. Let me ask you this: Do you recall where Mr. Fried- 
lander, or approximately where Mr. Friedlander lived and at what 
location you attended the Communist Party meetings at his home? 

Mr. ARSENAULT. It was in the front room. He lives on Riverside 
Avenue in Scotia. 

The CHatrman. Is Mr. Friedlander in the room? 

Mr. Friedlander, will you stand up? 

Mr. CoHN. Mr. Arsenault, will you look around and tell us whether 
this is the Sidney Friedlander which you have referred to? 

Mr. ARSENAULT. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. And you identify him as a Communist Party member 
at whose home you attended meetings? 

Mr. ARSENAULT. That is correct. 

Mr. Coun. Would you step aside, and we will have Mr. Friedlander 
come up. 

The CuatrmMan. Yes. Raise your right hand 

Mr. FrrepLanper. I request counsel, Senator. 

The CHarrMAN. First be sworn. In this matter now in hearing 
before the committee, do you solemnly swear to tell the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Frrepuanper. I do. 

The CHarrRMAN. You may sit down. 

Do you have counsel with you, Mr. Friedlander? 

Mr. Buopcetr. Yes. My name is Blodgett. 


TESTIMONY OF SIDNEY FRIEDLANDER, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, H. E. BLODGETT, SCHENECTADY, N. Y. 


Mr. Coun. If you haven’t appeared before the committee, Mr. 
Blodgett, the rule of the committee is that you are free at any time 
you wish to consult with your client and he is free at any time to 
consult with you in private, concerning any question asked of him so 
that he may obtain your advice. You are not allowed, yourself, to 
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participate in the proceeding, but you may sit right alongside him 
and advise him any time he thinks that he needs your advice or you 
think that he needs your advice. 

Mr. Biopcerr. Thank you very much. 

Mr. Coun. Mr. Friedlander, you have heard the testimony of Mr. 
Arsenault on the stand just now. He has said that he attended 
Communist cell meetings at your home. Is that testimony true? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. FriepLanper. Senator, I am invoking the privilege of the 
fifth amendment in regard to this particular question. 

The CHArRMAN. | cannot hear you, sir. 

Mr. FriepLanper. I am invoking the privilege of the fifth amend- 
ment in regard to this particular question. 

The Cuarrman. Do you mean that part of the fifth amendment 
which provides that you need not incriminate yourself? 

Mr. Frreptanper. That part of the fifth amendment which is 
contained in the proviso that one can protect himself 

The CuarrMan. A little louder. 

Mr. FriepLtanper. The whole of the fifth amendment which 
provides that one can protect himself by utilizing the privileges of 
the amendment. 

The CuarrMan. If you feel that your answer might tend to incrimi- 
nate you, you are entitled to refuse. One of the reasons why you are 
here this morning, Mr. Friedlander, is because you were identified as 
a member of the conspiracy dedicated to the destruction of this 
Nation, and we felt you should not be identified unless you are here, 
and had an opportunity to deny the evidence, if it is not true. If it 
is true, of course vou are entitled to invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. FrrepLaNper. | am invoking 

The CuarrMan. In view of your invocation of the fifth amendment 
on this, vou may step down. You are not released from your subpena. 
We will want vou later on. 

Mr. Coun. Mr. Chairman, the record, of course, shows that Mr. 
Friedlander is currently an emplovee of the General Electric Co. at 
Schenectady, as of this time. 


Mr. Arsenault? 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF JEAN ARSENAULT, JR. 


Mr. Coun. Mr. Arsenault, can you name for us any other current 
employees now working at the General Electric defense plant, at 
whose homes you attended Communist cell meetings and who, to 
your know ledge, were 

The CHatrMan. May I interrupt first, Mr. Counsel? I think it 
might be well for the record to show the importance of the work 
being done at GE. It is classified defense work. Would you care to 
go into that? 

Mr. Coun. I think the record shows, Mr. Chairman, that the Gen- 
eral Electric plant does have a good number of Government plants, 
some of them classified, some of them unclassified, and, of course 
there is little distinction in the danger of having Communists work 
on Government work of any type. We might ask Mr. Arsenault 
about that. 
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You worked at General Electric yourself and you have been in the 
Communist movement, Mr. Arsenault. How do you feel about having 
Communist Party members, members of the, Communist conspiracy, 
working in General Electric or in any other defense plants? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. Well, it isnot very good, when you have the enemy 
right in the most vital sections of your industry. 

The CHatrMan. Let me ask this: Was it part of the program of 
the Communist Party to infiltrate the defense industry so that they 
would be in a position to sabotage our defense work in case we were 
at war with Communist Russia? 

Mr. ARSENAULT. It has long been a policy of the Communist Party 
to concentrate in industrial areas, called industrial concentration. 

The CHArrMAN. So that the infiltration of General Electric which 
does so much defense work, was not accidental. That was a deliber- 
ate program of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Arsenautr. Of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Coun. Were you told that in official Communist circles, is that 
correct? 

Mr. ArsENAULT?. Also it is an open secret in party publications. 
Henry Winston wrote many articles on that. 

Mr. Coun. Did you hear any speeches delivered by Communist 
functionaries on the question of infiltration? 

Mr. ARsENAULT. Yes, in New York City. 

Mr. Conn. New York City? 

Mr. ArRSENAULT. That is correct. 

Mr. Coun. At these Communist meetings you attended up here in 
Schenectady and this area, was emphasis ever placed on recruiting 
more members from the General Electric plant? 

Mr. ArRsENAULT. It is. Everything is centered around the plant 
there at General Electric in Schenect: dy. 

Mr. Coun. Now, can you name for us, Mr. Arsenault, any other 
current employees, people now working at General Electric, at whose 
homes you attended Communist cell meetings who you knew to be 
party members? 

The CuarrMan. May I interrupt you again? Before you name 
anyone, I wish you would make sure that the person is in the audience 
I would like to give them an opportunity to come up and deny or 
admit that they are a part of the conspiracy. 

Mr. Coun. We went over that with Mr. Arsenault, Mr. Chairman, 
and we have asked Mr. Arsenault to name only people who have 
been subpenaed to be here this morning. 

Mr. ARSENAULT. Well, another one would be Bob Northrop. 

Mr. Coun. Robert Northrop? 

Mr. ArRSENAULT. Right. 

Mr. Coun. Did you attend cell meetings at his home? 

Mr. ARSENAULT. Yes, I attended party meetings at his home. 

Mr. Coun. About where did he live? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. He lived on Chrysler Avenue, and the last I knew 
he was living on Turner Avenue in the tenth ward in Schenectady. 

Mr. Conn. And you attended the Communist cell meetings in his 
home? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. In his home, yes. 

Mr. Coun. And you knew him to be a party member? 

Mr. ArRSENAULT. Yes, I did. 
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The CuarrmMan. Is Mr. Northrop here? 

Would vou take a look at this man? Is this the man you knew to 

a member of the Communist Party? 

Mir. ARSENAULT. Yes 

Vin (COHN At w hose home you attended Communist cell meetings? 

Mr. ArseENAULT. Yes 

Mr. Coun. I wonder if you would stand aside again. 

The CHarrmMan. Would you raise your right hand, Mr. Northrop. 
In this matter now in hearing before the committee do you solemnly 

to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
» help you God? 


\ir. Nortrurop. | do. 


TESTIMONY OF ROBERT PIERSON NORTHROP, ACCOMPANIED 
BY COUNSEL H. E. BLODGETT, SCHENECTADY; N. Y. 


Mr. Coun. I will ask you this first of all: Are you currently em- 
ploved at General Electric? 

Mr. Norrarop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coun. For how long a period of time have you been working 
+} re ar? 

Mr. Norturop. Between 4 and 5 years. 

Mr. Conn. Between 4 and 5 years? 

\ir. Norturop. Yes, sir. 

\ir. Coun. At the Schenectady plant? 

\fr. Norrurop. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Coun. Mr. Northrop, you heard the testimony of Mr. Arsen- 
ault who testified under oath that you were a party member, a Com- 
munist Party member, and that he attended Communist cell meetings 
at your home. Is that testimony true? Is that testimony of Mr. 
Arsenault true? 

\fr. Norrurop. I wish to use my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment of the United States Constitution which says that I need not 
be a witness against myself. 

The Cuarrman. Do you feel that if you were to tell us the truth, 
that truthful answer might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Norturop. Well, I feel, Senator McCarthy, that the use of 
the fifth amendment is one that is designed to protect every citizen 
in this country, and it doesn’t say anything about guilty or incrimina- 
tion or anything like that. 

The CuarrMan. You cannot invoke the fifth amendment to pro- 
tect yourself against perjury. You can only invoke the fifth amend- 
ment if you feel that a truthful answer to the question might tend to 
incriminate you. If you personally feel that a truthful answer might 
tend to inciminate you, you can refuse. Otherwise, I shall order you 


to answer. Do you understand? 

\ir. Norrurop. Yes. 

lemMaLe Votce From Auptence. You are so busy smearing, do you 
ever think of the families of these people? Don’t you have any 
decency? 

Mate Vorce From Auptence. Do you want him to lose his job? 

The CuarrmMan. I think there was a good question from the 
audience: ‘Do you want him to lose his job?” The answer is that any 
Communist who is working on defense work should lose his job, 
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because he is under the discipline of the Communist Party. In case 
of war with Communist Russia he is in a position to sabotage our 
work. A Communist can cause the deaths of untold numbers of 
Americans. And for the lady who said, ‘Don’t you think of their 
families,’ may I say that this committee does not enjoy this task, but 
we are also thinking of the families of the boys who died in Korea. 
They died there, some of them, because of Communist spies, because 
of traitors in this country. 

We are asking you a very simple question, whether or not the 
testimony of the witness who was just here under oath was true or 
false. If you were not a me mber of this conspiracy, designed to de- 
stroy this country, you can simply say “No. Iwasnot.” Ifyou were, 
of course, a part of that traitorous conspiracy, then obviously you will 
invoke the fifth amendment. 

Now, I have asked you a simple question. The question is: Do you 
feel that a truthful answer would tend to incriminate you? If you 
do feel that way, then even though you are part of a conspiracy 
designed to destroy our country and our Constitution, you still have 
the right to rely upon that Constitution. 

Mr. Norrurop. Senator, you have told me a lot of things about this 
question, and I would like to say this 

The CHarRMAN. You can say whatever you like. 

Mr. Norrurop. That I work in the General Electric Co. Iam a 
shop steward, and my record down there in that plant is one of fight- 
ing for the wages, and working conditions, and the people in that 
plant, and in that shop. Those are the people that know me, those 
are the people that know my record. 

The CHarrMan. The question is, Was the testimony you just heard 
true? Were Communist meetings held at your home? In other 
words, are you part of this conspiracy against this Nation? 

It is a very simple question. If you have not been, just tell us no 
I am not going to hear any speeches from you until you answer that 
question. 

Mr. Norturop. As I said before, I wish to use my privilege granted 
me under the fifth amendment of the United States Constitution, 
which says that I need not appear as a witness against myself. 

The CuarrmMan. Do you feel that if you were to tell us the truth, 
that truthful answer might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Norrurop. I feel that I have answered the question ade- 
quately. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment. 

The Cuarrman. I cannot decide, Mister, whether we can give you 
the privilege of the ~_ amendment until you answer the simple 
question of whether or not you feel that a truthful answer would tend 
to incriminate you. 

Mr. Norrurop. I have already answered that. I am invoking my 
privilege under the fifth amendment. 

The CuarrMan. There are many things in the fifth amendment. 
Do you feel that a truthful answer to this question might tend to 
incriminate you? 

Mr. Norrurop. As I said before, Senator, I am invoking—— 

The CuHarrMAN. You need not have a card for that. 

Mr. Norturop. No. I have a copy of the Constitution with me, 
and you said that there were many things in the Constitution. I was 
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going to quote from that part of the Constitution, the fifth amendment, 
that I am invoking. 

The CHarrMan. You may do that. 

Mr. Norrurop. Allright. If I can find it in my pocket. 

The CuarrMan. Wejwill give you all the time you want. 

\ir. Norrurop. I don’t know. Maybe we ought to read the whole 
amendment. It seems to be covered pretty well. 

The CHAtRMAN. You can read anything upon 

\ir. Norrurop (reading): 


rson shall be held to answer for a capital or other infamous crime unless 
| ! ient of a grand jury, except in cases arising in land or naval forces, 
( e militia in actual time of war or public danger, nor shall any person bi 
the same offense to be twice put in jeopardy of life or limb, nor shall 
be compelled in any criminal case to be a witness against himself, nor be deprived 
liberty, or property without due proce of law, nor shall private property 

b i for public use, wit it just compensation 


\[y forefathers fought in the American Revolutionary War. They 
came over in 1650 to fight for this Constitution, and | 

The CuHarrMan. Look, Mister 

Mir. Norturor. And I stil] use my privilege under the fifth amend- 
ment 

The CuarrmMan. You cannot prove innocence of a conspiracy by 
ancestors. You either are part of the Communist conspiracy to 
destroy this Nation or you are not. If you are not, you will tell us. 
If you are, you can invoke the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Norrurop. | have invoked the fifth amendment. 

The Cuarrman. Now, before I can determine whether I can allow 
you to invoke that, I must ask you the simple question, the question 
of whether or not you feel that a truthful answer might tend to 
incriminate you. Unless you answer that, | must order you to answer 
the question, and you will be held in contempt. Just so you cannot 
claim ignorance at some future legal proceeding, it is the position of 
the chairman of this committee that vou cannot invoke the fifth 
amendment to protect yourself against perjury. You can only invoke 
it if you feel that a truthful answer might tend to incriminate you. 

[ have been extending that privilege, [ have no authority to do other- 
wise, to every Communist, every traitor who has come before this 
committee I do not like to do it I wish there were some way to 
make these conspirators testify, because the fifth amendment was for 
the purpose of protecting the imdividual, not for the purpose of 
protecting a conspiracy against this Nation. However, we must 
give you the fifth amendment privilege. You do not have that 
privilege until vou first tell me that you feel that a truthful answer 
might tend to incriminate you. You will have to answer that. 

\ir. Norrurop. I would like some clarification, then. I haven’t 
had much experience in proceedings like this, and I would like to—— 

The CHarrMan. You have a lawyer. Talk to your lawyer. 

The witness conferred with his counsel. 

The CHatrMan. I will be glad to give you advice if you want it. 

The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Norrurop. Well, you are in the Chair, and you have deter- 
mined the rules under which the hearing is functioning. So that was 
why I wanted to get some information from you. 

The CHarrman. All right. Go ahead. 


SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENTS 85 


Mr. Norrurop. Suppose I were charged with robbing a bank, and 
I did not rob that bank, but suppose I saw two people who were going 
to swear under oath that I did rob that bank and I had no proof that 
I did not. Would I then be entitled to the use of the fifth amend- 
ment? 

The Cuarrman. No. You are not entitled to the fifth amendment 
against perjury. Let’s take that example. Let’s say that I were to 
ask you whether or not you robbed a bank in San Francisco last night. 
You were not in San Francisco, you did not rob a bank. You, of 
course, would say “‘No; I did not.”” The only condition under which 
you would be entitled to invoke the fifth amendment would be if you 
were involved in the robbing of that bank. If you were involved in 
the robbing of that bank, that would mean you would be testifying 
against yourself. No American need send himself to jail. I may say 
that the evidence that you are part of the Communist conspiracy is 
very, very considerable. There apparently is no doubt on the part 
of our intelligence agencies that you have not only been a rank-and- 
file member but a very important functionary in the Communist 
Party. You were working on defense work. You were a shop 
steward. As such, you know all about what is going on in that plant. 
The information that you have is of tremendous value to the Com- 
munist Party, our enemy. We know that any Communist is under 
the discipline of the party. Therefore, any information which a 
Communist has is in an open conduit. It is available to the party. 
So I will not allow you to invoke the fifth amendment unless you tell 
me whether or not you feel that a truthful answer would tend to in- 
criminate you. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. BiopGerr. May I consult with this witness privately? 

The CHarrRMAN. Yes, you may do that. 

Do you have a room for counsel to confer with his witness? 

Mr. Coun. Yes. 

(Brief recess. ) 

The CHatrMAN. Are you ready to answer that question? 

Mr. Norrurop. I have consulted with my attorney, and I wish to 
say that I refuse to answer the question, using my privileg re under the 
fifth amendment, which says that I need not be a witness against 
myself, 

The CHArrRMAN. I think that is sufficient. If you think that would 
be testifying against yourself, you can invoke the fifth amendment. 
You may step down. 


Mr. Coun. Mr. Arsenault? 


FURTHER_TESTIMONY OF JEAN ARSENAULT, JR. 


Mr. Coun. Mr. Arsenault, in addition to Mr. Friedlander and Mr. 
Northrop, can you name for us any other current employees at the 
General Electric plant whom you knew to be Communist Party 
members in the cell with you? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. Well, there is Arthur Owens. 

Mr. Conn. Arthur Owens? How did you know Owens to be 
party member? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. I attended party meetings at his house, and 
was made known to me that he was. 
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Mr. Coun. Do you recall where Owens lived, about what address 
vou attended these party meetings? 
~ Mr. Arsenautr. He lives on Chrysler Avenue, 1022, I think it is, 
nh Oe henectady 

Mr. Coun. Is that in Schenectady { 

Mr. Arsenautt. That is correct. 

The CuarrmMan. Is Mr. Owens in the room? 

Will you stand up, Mr. Owens? 

Is this the Mr. Owens you knew as a Communist? 

Mr. ARSENAULT. It is. 

The CHatmMan. Is it correct to say that if a person is a member of 
the Communist Party under Communist discipline, that then he is 
bound to follow the rules of the party up to and including sabotage of 
his work, espionage, whatever they order him to do? 

Mr. ArseNAuLT. Well, under the policy and under the principle 
set down by Lenin of democratic centralism, if he does not follow the 
principles of the party and the directives and the rulings of the party, 
he IS expe lled. 

The CuHatrMan. Let me ask you this: In view of the fact that 
General Electric handles extermely sensitive defense work, would you 
say that it was a tremendous danger to this country to have members 
of the Communist conspiracy under Communist discipline on the 
G. E. premises? 

Mr. ARSENAULT. Yes, it is. Their whole policy of this industrial 
concentration is they infiltrate unions, they attempt to pervert the 
main functions of trade unionism. ‘They also try to hide behind and 
say that any investigating committee is attacking the union instead 
of this Communist conspiracy. I feel very strongly on this, because 
in the Communist Party Lenin said in his What Is To Be Done that 
you cannot have simple trade unionism in the Communist Party, that 
the whole thing is to take it out of the field of economic struggle, the 
struggle for the bread-and-butter issues of the workers, and turn it 
into a political struggle away from the immediate problems in the 
shop. 

Mr. Coun. Would you stand aside for a moment, Mr. Arsenault? 

Mr. ArsmENAULT. Yes sir. 

Mr. Coun. We will ask Mr. Owens to come forward. 

The CHatrMan. Will you raise your right hand, Mr. Owens. In 
this matter now in hearing before this committee, do you solemnly 
swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
SO help you God? 

Mr. Owens. I do. 


) 


TESTIMONY OF ARTHUR LEE OWENS, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, MARTIN R. BRADLEY, JR., BUFFALO, N. Y. 


Mr. Owens. I would like to ask a question now, if I may, on a 
point of information. 

The Cuarrman. I think you may. 

Mr. Owens. I was before your committee several months ago, per- 
haps on December 15 or somewhere along there. I was pulled out 
of the shop, taken off my job, which meant loss of time, to appear 
before the committee. ‘The marshal that served me with this sub- 
pena told me that I was to get 7 cents an hour, I mean 7 cents a mile 
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for the time I had traveling here, had to come here. The mileage 
that I had to make to come here I was supposed to get 7 cents a mile. 
I was also told that I was to get some other remunerations. 

This Ku Klux Klan committee of yours is going to get me fired. I 
need that money because I am a poor workingman. 

The CHarrMAN. Do you mean you did not get your witness fees? 

Mr. Owens. What? 

The CuarrMaAn. Do I understand you did not get your witness fees 
for the last time? 

Mr. Owens. I did not get my witness fees. I don’t know whether 
you used it ina night club or what. But this committee did not give 
me that fee, and I want it. I am a poor man and I need that fee, 
that money. 

The CuarrMan. You are entitled to the usual witness fees. 

Mr. Owens. Well, when do I get it? 

The CHarrMan. Will counsel see that he gets his witness fees? 

Mr. Coun. Did you apply to the chief clerk of the committee? 

Mr. Owens. I told somebody that I wanted my money and they 
haven’t come across with it. 

Mr. Coun. If Mr. Owens or his counsel, I am sure, communicates 
as all witnesses do, Mr. Chairman, with the clerk of the committee, 
I think he will find that the witness fees to which he is entitled will be 
sent to him. 

Mr. Owens. For the last time as well as this time? 

The CuarrMan. Let us not waste time on that. 

Mr. Owens. I want to know. I need that money. 

The Cuarrman. If you did not get your witness fees, you will get 
them today. 

George, will you see that he gets his witness fees for both appearances 
before he leaves here today? 

Counsel, will you contact George here and he will see that your 
man gets his witness fees and his travel expenses before he leaves 
today. 

Mr. Brap ey. Yes, sir. 

The CHarrMan. Now we will proceed. 

Mr. Anastos. Mr. Owens, will you please give us your full name? 

Mr. Owens. Arthur Lee Owens. 

Mr. Anastos. Where do you reside? 

Mr. Owens. Schenectady, N. Y. 

Mr. reer Where are you working at the present? 

Mr. Owens. This committee knows where I am working, so why 
do you ask the question? 

Mr. Anasrtos. I said where are you working. 

Mr. Owens. General Electric Co. 

Mr. Anastos. You have heard the testimony of Mr. Arsenault. Is 
that true? Is it true that you attended meetings, Communist Party 
meetings, at your home? 

Mr. Owens. I certainly would like to answer that question—— 

The CuHarrMan. You may. 

Mr. Owens (continuing). The way it should be answered. But 
I realize that I am not before a good American democratic committee. 
I am before a Ku Klux Klan outfit. So because of that, I must use 
the privilege of the first—of the first and fifth amendments. If I 
were before a democratic American organization, I would explain in 
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detail that this matter is a damnable lie, and outrageously so. But 
this is a Ku Klux Klan committee, and I refuse to answer on the 
privilege of the fifth amendment. 

~ The CuarrMan. I understand you do not like this committee. Is 
there anv committee before whi h you would tell the truth in regard 
to this question? For example, if we refer this over to a grand jury, 
do you want to promise us today that vou will tell the grand jury 
whether or not vou have been a part of the Communist conspiracy? 
We will give vou an opportunity to go before a tribunal, a tribunal 
other than this committee. 

The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Marshal, do not worry about the Communists 
clapping in this room, Let them shout or let them clap, whatever 
they want to. It isa public hearing. I had been warned previously 
that they would try and load this hearing room. We still have a lot 
of good Americans in this hearing room. 


Mr. Owens. Will you repeat that question just asked me a few 


») 


m 


utes ago! 
The Cuarrman. I will be glad to. You said that you would not 
answer before this committee because it is a Ku Klux Klan committee, 
because it is a nondemocratic committee, and you may be right about 
not being a committee of Democrats as we have 3 Democrats and 4 
Republicans on the committee. My question is this: If you don’t 
like this committee, is there any American tribunal before which you 
will go under oath and tell the truth in regard to all of the allegations 
of your part of the Communist conspiracy? For example, if we refer 
your case today over to a grand jury, do you want to tell us under 
oath today that you will tell them the truth? 

Mr. Owens. Mr. McCarthy, I have repeated my reasons for not 
answering this question under the privilege of the fifth amendment. 
Now, until such time as I am brought before any other committee, 
I will decide when that committee—when I am brought before that 
committee, not before. 

The CHarrMaAn. You have been accused of one of the most serious 
crimes of which an American can be guilty 

Mr. Owens. I resent that. 

The CHAIRMAN. Just a minute. Conspiracy against his country, 
taking part in a conspiracy to destroy his country. You are here in 
a public session. You are allowed to deny that under oath. If, of 
course, the evidence against you is true, obviously you must rant 
and rave before the committee. You will refuse to answer. If, 
however, there is some American tribunal before which you will tell 
the truth, we will refer your case to such tribunal. 

Mr. Ownrns. I answered that previously. On the privilege of the 
fifth amendment I will use to protect myself against such inquisition 
as this. 

The CuHarrman. Do you feel that your answer might tend to 
mcriminate you? 

Mr. Owens. I feel that before this Fascist committee I have no 
privileges. 

The CuatrmMan. Do you feel that your answer might tend to 
mcriminate you? 

Mr. Owens. I have said before this Fascist committee I have no 
privileges and I refuse to answer on the privilege of the fifth amend- 
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ment. Ku Klux Klansmen, my people are very well aware of this 
sort of thing. The South is full of them. I do not see why you 
don’t go down there and subpena Governor Byrnes of South Carolina, 
Governor Talmadge of Georgia, why don’t you subpena these people. 
They have told the United States Supreme Court that they will not 
admit Negroes into public schools ou a nondiscriminatory policy. 
Go and subpena these people. These are the enemies of America. 
These people have persecuted my people. I say you go and perse- 


cute these people, not me. I am an American. I say go and sub- 
pena these people, and not me. You are persecuting me. You have 
been persecuting my people. Now you go and get Governor Byrnes 


and Governor Talmadge and persecute them. 

(Addressing the marshal). Look. I was forced here, do you under- 
stand that? I did not come here. You remember that. I did not 
ask to come here. This man forced me here and I am going to talk 
as long as I can. 

The CyHarrMan. Mr. Marshal, bring that young man with the 
leather jacket forward. 

Will you identify yourself? 

Mr. Autiert. Louis Altieri 

The CHArRMAN. How do you spell it‘ 

Mr. Aurigri. A-l-t-i-e-r-i 

The CuarrmMan. Where do you work? 

Mr. Atrieri. The General Electric Co 

The Cuarrman. I think we will have you sworn. Raise your 
right hand. I said raise your right hand. 

Mr. Autrert. I want a lawyer. 

The CuHairman. Mr. Marshal, anyone who disrupts the pro- 
ceedings 

Mr. Autiert. I didn’t disrupt. You said it was all right to clap. 

The CuarrMANn. Mr. Marshal, anyone you find shouting and trying 
to disrupt the proceedings, you will remove from the room from now 
on. 

You are ordered to be sworn at this time, Mr. Altieri. 

Mr. Autiert. I won’t. 

The CuarrMan. Mr. Reporter, will you have the record show that 
the Chair called a man forward who works in a defense plant and 
ordered him to be sworn. He refused to be sworn. 

If you care to get counsel, you may do that. You understand your 
case will be submitted to the Senate for contempt. 

Remove him from the room, Mr. Marshal. 

If you want to come back with counsel, you may do that. I realize 
you are not here with a lawyer. You should have one. You can 
come in tomorrow or this afternoon with counsel, if you care to. 

Have you finished your speech, Mr. Owens? 

Mr. Owens. Look, I have a statement here to read in regard to 
my feelings and attitude towards my country 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Marshal 

Mr. Owens. And towards this committee. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Marshal, we will have order in this room from 
new on. I want two marshals here. I will have no Communists 
screaming and shouting in this committee room. 

We will not hear any statement until you have answered the simple 
question of whether or not Communist meetings have been held at 


your home, whether you are a part of the Communist conspiracy. 


) 
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Mr. Ownns. I have answered that question, Seoator McCarthy. 

The Cuarrman. Do you feel that if you were to tell us the truth, 
that answer might tend to incriminate you? 

Mr. Owens. When I am in among—Do you want me to answer 
that question? I am not going to answer it your way. I want you 
to remember that. 

The CHarrMAN. You will answer it 

Mr. Owens. I will answer it my way or no way. 

The CuHarrMaANn. You will answer it “Yes” or “No.” 

Mr. Owens. I will not answer it “Yes” or “No.” 

The CHarrMan. Have the record show that the witness refuses to 
tell the Chair whether or not he feels that his answer might tend to 
incriminate him. Have the record show that the witness was there- 
fore ordered to answer the question. That he persists in his refusal. 

The witness will step down. 

Mr. Owens. I have claimed the fifth amendment and I will claim 
it in my language and not yours. 

The CHarrMAN. The witness will step down. 

Mr. Owens. I want this to go into the record. 

The CuHarrMaNn. The witness will step down. 

Mr. Owens. You will not put this into the record? What a 
Fascist bunch of bums you are. 

The Cuairnman. He can stay in the room if he wants to, as long as 
he behaves himself. Anyone who does not, you will remove. 

Mr. Arsenault, will you take the stand again? 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF JEAN ARSENAULT, JR. 


The CuHarrMan. I believe we start, Mr. Arsenault—I think we 
neglected to identify counsel for the last witness. Where is the 
lawyer? Would you identify yourself, sir? 

Mr. Brap.iey. Martin R. Bradley, Jr. I gave my name to the 
reporter earlier. 

The CuarrmMan. And he has your address? 

Mr. Brapuiry. Yes, he has. 

The CHarrMANn. May I say, as a courtesy to the attorneys of the 
individuals who appear, the Chair always tries to tell you what action 
will be taken. In this case, it is the position of the Chair that your 
client, having refused to tell the Chair whether he felt his answer 
would tend to incriminate him, could not invoke the fifth amendment. 
Therefore, he is in contempt of the committee. Therefore, his case 
will be submitted to the full committee for contempt proceedings. If 
you will keep in contact with Mr. Cohn, he will keep you informed as 
to the proceeding. 

Mr. Brapiey. Thank you. 

Mr. Coun. Mr. Arsenault, we have covered Mr. Friedlander, Mr. 
Owens, and Mr. Northrop. Are there any other persons you know to 
be current employees of General Electric whom you knew to be mem- 
bers of the Communist Party when you were a Communist? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Who else? 

Mr. Arsenautr. Well, Joe Gebhardt would be another one. 


Mr. Coun. And how did you know Mr. Gebhardt to be a Commu- 
nist? 
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Mr. ARSENAULT. He made it known to me, and also he collected 
funds from me which were for a party-fund drive. 

The CuarrMan. May I say, Mr. Arsenault, so far your testimony 
has been thoroughly proven to be true by the individuals you have 
named. 

Mr. ArsENAULT. Well, if I was not absolutely sure, Senator, J 
would not mention the individual’s name. 

The CHarrMANn. I understand. 

Mr. Coun. Is Mr. Gebhardt in the room? 

Would you turn around and look at him? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. That is Joe. 

Mr. Conn. Would you step aside, Mr. Gebhardt, please? 

The Cuarrman. Will you raise your right hand, Mr. Gebhardt? 
In this matter now in hearing be fore the committee, do you solemnly 
swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Gepsnarpt. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOSEPH ARTHUR GEBHARDT, ACCOMPANIED BY 
COUNSEL, SCOTT H. GRAY, JR., TROY, N. Y. 


Mr. Gray. I will identify myself as counsel for Mr. Gebhardt. 
Scott H. Gray, 5 First Street, Troy, N. Y. 

The Cuarrman. I don’t believe you have appeared before the 
committee 

Mr. Gray. I appeared in executive session with Mr. Gebhardt last 
July. 

The CHatrMaAN. You can consult with your client any time you 
want to, and he can consult with you any time he fee els he needs advice. 

Mr. Gebhardt, how do you spell your last name’ 

Mr. Gesuarpt. G-e-b-h-a-r-d-t. 

The CHarrmMan. And your first name? 

Mr. Gesuarpt. Joseph. 

The Cuarrman. And your address? 

Mr. GesHarpT. 139 State Street, Schenectady, N. Y. 

The Cuarrman. And you work for General Electric? 

Mr. Gesuaropt. | do. 

The CuHarrMan. You have heard the testimony of Mr. Arsenault 
to the effect that you were a member of the Communist Party, that 
you collected funds for the Communist Party, in other words that you 
are an active member of the Communist conspiracy. 

You are here today, among other reasons, for the purpose of allowing 
you to publicly state whether that is true er false. Is that testimony 
true that you just heard? 

Mr. Gesuarpt. Is that the question? 

The CuarrMan. That is the question. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Gresnarpt. Mr. Chairman, upon taking into consideration 
advice from my legal counsel, I am going to use the privilege that is 
granted unto me, for me, and to me by the fifth amendment which 
states that a person does not have to bear witness against himself. 

The CuarrMan. That is right. No American who is a member of 
the Communist Party need send himself to jail. 
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You appeared before us in executive session, as I recall. I want 
to read the question and answer and see if you care to change that 
today This question 18s on page LOL: 

Have ( ’ lj yiona luring the last week or month 


ive to refuse to a er that on the basis of my rights 
Would vou care to change that answer, or do you want that answer 


Mir. Gesuarpr. Mr. Chairman, under advice from my counsel, as 
to my rights, I wish my answers that I made in executive session to 
and as they are, that parti ular answer at least. 

The CHAIRMAN. Are vou engaging In espionage at this time? 
Mr. Gesuarpr. Mr. Chairman, I invoke my privileges under the 
fifth amendment of the United States Constitution. 

The CuarrmMan. You are at this time a functionary in the Com- 


> 


munist underground esplonage ; that is correct, 1s it not’ 
Mr. Gesuarpr. I invoke my privileges under the fifth amendment 
the United States. 
The CuarrmMan. Do you believe in the Communist teaching that 
this Constitution should be destroyed, including the fifth amendment 
upon which you rely 

Mr. Gesuarpr. Mr. Chairman, I think you are trying to put words 
into my mouth. I invoke my privileges under the fifth amendment. 

The CuarrmMan. Well, it is rather a fantastic thing, I will admit, to 
see members of the Communist underground, traitors against this 
country, individuals who believe in the destruction of the Constitution, 
relying upon that Constitution before a committee. But you are en- 
titled to it. You may step down 

Mr. Conn. Mr. Arsenault? 


ol 


FURTHER TESTIMONY OF JEAN ARSENAULT, JR. 


The CuarrmMan. The witnesses who have been called this morning 
are all instructed that they are not released from subpena, and they 
will remain here for further questions. 

Mr. Conn. Mr. Arsenault, are there any others who are currently 
General Electric emplovees working at the General Electric defense 
plant with whom you had contact as members of the Communist 
conspiracy? 

Mr. ArseNAULT. Well, another one would be Manny Fernandez, 
Kmanuel Fernandez. 

Mr. Coun. Did you know Fernandez to be a Communist? 

Mr. ArsenauLr. Yes. He never made any secret of that fact. 

Mr. Coun. Under what circumstances did you know him to be a 
Communist? 

Mr. ArseNAULT. Well, inf discussions with him he made that clear, and 
also when we discussed various activities of his activities in the plant. 

The Cuarrman. Mr. Fernandez? Will you stand? 

Will you look at this man and see if this is the man you knew as a 
Communist? 

Mr. ArseNAuLT. That is Manny. 

The Cuarrman. May I say, Mr. Arsenault, that the country, I 
think, owes a deep debt to a man like you who is willing to risk his 


A 





i 
' 








SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENTS 93 


personal safety, risk the smear which will accompany your testimony. 
Up until this morning, apparently, the Communist Party did not 
know that you had been working with this committee, working with 
Government intelligence agencies. I may say the type of courage 
that a man like you displays is far above and beyond what you 
normally see on any battlefield. 

Mr. Arsenauut. Thank you, Senator. 

The CuarrMan. Will you step aside? I would like to call Mr. 
Fernandez. 

Mr. Fernandez, will you raise your right hand. In this matter now 
in hearing before the committee, do you solemnly swear to tell the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Fernanpez. | do. 


TESTIMONY OF EMANUEL FERNANDEZ, ACCOMPANIED BY COUN- 
SEL, MARTIN R. BRADLEY, JR., BUFFALO, N. Y. 


The CuarrMan. May I say to the marshals this, of course, is a 
public hearing. We do not screen the audience. I know, I have been 
told ahead of time, that we would have a sizable clique of Communists 
in the audience. They can stay here, but will you immediately remove 
anyone who creates a disturbance? I will not have them creating a 
disturbance within the hearing room. They can scream and shout 
when they are outside the room. 

Mr. Conn. Can we have your full name? 

Mr. Fernanpez. Emanuel Fernandez. 

Mr. Coun. F-e-r-n-a-n-d-e-z? 

Mr. Fernanvez. Right. 

Mr. Coun. Where do you reside? 

Mr. Fernanpez. 145 Washiigton Avenue, Schenectady, N. Y. 

Mr. Conn. 145 Washington Avenue? 

Mr. Fernanpez. Right. 

Mr. Conn. Are you employed at General Electric at the present 
time? 

Mr. Fernanpez. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Conn. You are? 

Mr. Fernanpez. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. For how long a period of time have you been working 
there? 

Mr. Fernanpez. Since 1941. 

Mr. Coun. Since 1941. Now, Mr. Fernandez, you have heard the 
testimony of Mr. Arsenault here, in which he said you were a member 
of the Communist Party. Is that testimony true? You may consult 
with counsel. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Fernanpez. I stand on my rights in the first and fifth amend- 
ments of the Constitution. 

The CuarrMan. In other words, you are refusing to answer on the 
grounds of self-incrimination? 

Mr. Fernanpez. I have answered the question, on the first and 
fifth amendments of the Constitution. 

The CHatrMAN. You are entitled to refuse. You may step down. 


Mr. Coun. Mr. Arsenault? 
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FURTHER TESTIMONY OF JEAN ARSENAULT, JR. 


Mr. Coun. All right, Mr. Arsenault. In addition to the five 
witnesses who have testified, is there anybody else you rec all who isa 
current employee of General Electric and whom you knew to be—— 

Mr. Arsenavutt. Well, Gordon Belgrave would be. 

Mr. Coun. How did you know Gordon Belgrave to be a member of 
the Communist conspiracy? 

Mr. Arsenauutr. He made it known to me. Other people discussed 
him with me as a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Coun. Is Mr. Belgrave here? 

Will you look at this man, Mr. Arsenault? 

Mr. ArsENAULT. That is Gordon. 

Mr. Coun. Would you step aside for the moment? 

We will have Mr. Be lorave 

The CHarrMan. Will you raise your right hand, Mr. Belgrave. 
In this matter now in hearing before the committee, do you solemnly 
swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so 
help you God? 

Mr. BetGcrave. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF GORDON BELGRAVE, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS 
COUNSEL, MARTIN R. BRADLEY, JR., BUFFALO, N. Y. 


Mr. Coun. Could we get your full name, please? 

Mr. Brtcrave. Gordon Belgrave. 

Mr. Coun. Where do you reside? 

Mr. BELGRAVE. Schenectady, i F 

Mr. Coun. At what address? 

Mr. BetGrave. 2649 First Avenue. 

Mr. Conn. Are you currently employed at General Electric? 

Mr. BetGrave. Yes, I am. 

Mr. Coun. For how long a period of time have you worked there? 

Mr. Beterave. Almost 17 years. 

Mr. Coun. You heard the testimony of Mr. Arsenault to the effect 
that he knew you as a Communist. Is that true? 

Mr. Brexarave. I decline to answer that, using the privilege of 
the fifth amendment, and in addition, the first. 

Mr. Coun. Do you feel that an answer to that question might 
tend to incriminate you under the fifth amendment? 

Mr. Beuterave. I have already answered the question. 

Mr. Conn. There are a lot of parts to the fifth amendment. Under 
which part do you rely? 

Mr. Be.terave. Pardon me. 

Mr. Coun. Surely. 

(The witness confe rred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Conn. Yes, sir? 

Mr. Brierave. That I am not required to be a witness against 
myself. 

Mr. Coun. That is a proper ground. 

I have nothing further, with this witness invoking the fifth amend- 
ment. 

The CHatRMAN. You may step down. 

Mr. Coun. We have an executive session scheduled for 12 o0’clock. 
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The CHAIRMAN. May I say we have a rather fantastic situation 
displayed here this morning. Six fifth-amendment Communists 
working on defense work, working as of today, as of February 19, 
1954, on the premises of an organization which is handling a vast 
amount of classified Government worl | cannot conceive why it 
IS hecessary for a congressional committee to have to come up here 
and disclose and expose these Communists 

lt would seem that there should be some security setup somewhere, 
by the Government I want to make it clear to the GE 
men who are here, I am not indiectine vou 1 don’t know what the 
answer is, | don’t know whether it is the fault of your security men 
or whether it is the fault of the Government security men. Someone 
is grossly at fault here. You have seen this spectacle, individuals on 
the payroll of the American people, all clearly identified as Com- 
munists. They confirmed that by their own testimony. I just 
wonder when we can expose 6 in an hour-and-a-half hearing in one 
morning, | wonder how many more of these traitors to the United 
States are handling the secrets of this country. I just hope that 
before we get through with these hearings, either the security officers 
of GE or the Government officials responsible for your security pro- 
gram can explain to us how, as of this day, February 19, 1954, you 
still have Communists on the premises of defense plants. Again may 
I say to the men from GE, I am not trying to indict you gentlemen, 
| do not know, I do not know who is at fault. All I know is that 
somebody is doing a fantastically bad job. Our committee should 
not have to do this. This should be done by security officers. 

We have an executive session at 12. We cannot very well clear 
this room in that time. The public session will recess until 10 o’clock 
tomorrow morning. We will have an executive sesssion starting today 
at 12 o’clock. 

(Whereupon, at 11:50 a. m., the committee was recessed, to recon- 
vene at 10 a. m. the following day, Saturday, February 20, 1954. 


somehow, 
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SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE 
ESTABLISHMENTS AND INDUSTRY 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 20, 1954 


UNITED STATES SENATE, 
PERMANENT SUBCOMMITTEE ON INVESTIGATIONS 
OF THE COMMITTEE ON GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS, 


Albany, N. Y. 


The subcommittee met at 10 a. m., pursuant to recess, in the 
fourth floor courtroom, Federal Building, Albany, N. Y., Senator 
Joseph R. McCarthy (chairman) presiding. 

Present: Senator Joseph R. McCarthy, ree Wisconsin. 

Present also: Roy M. Cohn, chief counsel. James N. Juliana, staff 
investigator, C. George Anastos, staff investigator. 

The CHarrMan. The committee will come to order. 

Your first witness, Mr. Cohn? 

Mr. Coun. In connection with the first witness, Mr. Chairman, 
the committee in the course of the investigation of subversion in de- 
fense establishments, and in General Electric in particular, subpenaed 
a man by the name of Felix Inslerman, who had been named by 
Whittaker Chambers as a member of the Soviet spy apparatus and 
who had been employed in General Electric a few years ago, and had 
worked in one of the sensitive areas in General Electric. 

In that connection, Mr. Inslerman was subpenaed by this com- 
mittee, and he is the first witness this morning. 

The CHarrMan. As I understand, Mr. Inslerman has been giving 
information to the Bureau the past week or two, is that right? 

Mr. Conn. That is right, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Inslerman had claimed the fifth amendment on all prior occa- 
sions when he was subpenaed. When he was served by this committee, 
I believe he decided that he wished to tell the truth about his entire 
participation, and since that time he has been working in cooperation 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation, as well as with this com- 
mittee. He is the first witness. 

The CuarrMan. Let me get the record clear in this, if I may. I 
understand that Inslerman is not of any great importance insofar as 
General Electric is concerned, but is of considerable importance 
insofar as disclosing the workings of the Communist apparatus is 
concerned. He was not available at the time of the Hiss trial? 

Mr. Coun. He invoked the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Inslerman? 

The CHarrman. I wonder if you would be sworn. 

In this matter now in hearing before the committee, do you solemnly 
swear to tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. InsLeRMAN. I do. 
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TESTIMONY OF FELIX A. INSLERMAN 


\I Inslerman was accompanied by his counsel, John D. Briggs 
Cambridge, N. ¥ 1 Villiam J. Roberts, 100 State Street, Albany, 
oe 

The CHuatrmMan. Mr. Inslerman, I want to thank you verv much. 


I know the course you are Salieri alas is difficult, extremely 
= icult for any man who has been involved in espionage, to come 
forward and tell the truth frankly. It takes a great deal of intestinal 
fort titu ad 


| would lke to complim nt the attorneys in this ease for vlvine 


e, a great deal of courac 


their chent advice to be helpful to the country instead of hiding 
behind the fifth amendment. I want you to realize that it would 

much easier for you just to come in here and invoke the fifth amend- 
ment. IT think what you are doing this morning displays a great 


deal of courage 

Mr. Conn. Mr. Inslerman, may we first get your full name and 
the spelling? 

\ir. INsLeRMAN. Felix August Inslerman 

Mr. Conn. I-n-s-l-e-r-m-a-—n? 

\ir. INSLERMAN. That is right 

Mr. Coun. And where were you born, Mr. Inslerman? 

Mr. INstermMAN. New York City. 

\ir. Conn. You were born in New York City when? 

Mir. INSLERMAN. Around 3d Avenue and 33d Street 

\lr. Coun. What year? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. 1910. 

\ir. Conn. And where did you recelve youl education? 

Mr. Insterman. In New York City public schools; in New Jersey, 
the high school of New Jersey 

The CHAIRMAN. I ne if the photographers would desist from 
taking flash pictures while the witness is testifying, if you don’t mind. 
\ir. INsterMAN. High Rhee in New Jersey: Cooper Union in 
New York: Polytechnic Institute of Brooklyn, N. y.3 and Johns 
Hopkins in Baltimore. 

Mr. Conn. I might ask you this, Mr. Inslerman: You have been 
named, of course, by Whittaker Chambers as one involved in the 
Soviet apparatus, in that you photographed various documents which 
were obtained from Alger Hiss and others by Whittaker Chambers. 
You have been called in connection with that on prior occasions, and 
vou invoked the fifth amendment. Is that right? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. That ts correct 

The CuarrMan. May I suggest, Mr. Counsel, it might be well 
to read into the record the description given by Whittaker Chambers 
in this case. T understand you talked to the witness last night and 
he confirms exactly what Mr. Chambers said some time ago. 

Mr. Coun. There is substantial agreement on the entire matter. 

The CuarrmMan. Would it be well to read it into the record, do 
vou think? 

Mr. Coun. We will have that done 

The CnarrMan. All right 

\ir. Coun. Now, Mr. Inslerman, I understand that this morning 
vou will not invoke the fifth amendment, but will tell the truth 


about your entire participation and knowledge; is that correct? 
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Mr. InsterRMAN. That is correct. 

Mr. Coun. And, first of all, it is a fact that you were never a 
card-carrying member of the Communist Party; is that right? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. That is correct. 

Mr. Coun. But you were involved in the operations of this Soviet 
espionage ring, is that correct? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. That is correct. 

Mr. Coun. Were you active, years ago, in something called the 
Estonia Workers Club? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. And how would you describe the politics of that 
organization? 

Mr. INsLeERMAN. On the radical side. 

Mr. Coun. On the radical side. Would you attend its meetings 
and participate in various of its activities? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. About what year was this, would you say? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. In the early 1930's. 

Mr. Coun. Did you meet a man by the name of Mr. Strickholm, 
S-t-r-i-c-k-h-o-l-m, in connection with these activities? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Did there come a time when Mr. Strickholm arranged 
an introduction of you to some other man? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Would you tell us about when that was, and just exactly 
what happened? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Sometime in the late spring or early summer of 
1934, a meeting was arranged at 4 Central Park, and there I met a 
man named Bill. 

Mr. Coun. You knew Bill over a period of a couple of years, is 
that right? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. Yes, until mid-1935. 

Mr. Coun. Until about mid-1935. Did you ever find out or were 
you ever told Bill’s last name? 

Mr. INsLerRMAN. No. 

Mr. Conn. You knew him only as “Bill,” is that right? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. That is right. 

Mr. Coun. Was Bill an American citizen, as far as you knew? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. I do not know. 

Mr. Coun. Do you know what his nationality was? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. I believe he may have been Estonian. 

Mr. Coun. By the way, is this the same Bill whom you saw at a 
later date in Moscow? 

Mr. INsSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Just exactly what transpired between you and Bill 
before you did go to Moscow? What was the nature of your relation- 
ship with him? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. There were a number of meetings there, and at 
one time I obtained an apartment for him in New York City. 

Mr. Coun. Do you know for what purpose he would have used that 
apartment? 

Mr. INsSLERMAN. Yes, 

Mr. Coun. For what purpose? For what purpose would he have 
used that apartment, do you know? 
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Mr. InstermMan. Well, as I look back upon it now, it may have 
been a blind, and perhaps to photograph documents. 

Mr. Coun. Did you do what you were instructed to do, insofar as 
obtaining this apartment was concerned? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. And did you receive at any time any sums of money 
from Bill for doing what he asked you to do? , 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Was that money in cash or check? 

Mr. INSteRMAN. In cash 

Mr. Conn. And during this time, you say you did not know Bill’s 
last name? 

Mr. INsSLERMAN. I did not know Bill’s last name. 

Mr. Conn. How would your meetings with him be arranged? 
How would you know where to meet him? Would the next one be 
arranged at the last one? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes, at the last meeting. 

Mr. Coun. At one, you arranged for the next one? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. That is right. 

Mr. Coun. You had no way of contacting Bill directly? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. I had no way of contacting him directly. 

Mr. Coun. You didn’t know who he was? 

Mr. INsLeERMAN. No. 

Mr. Conn. Did there ever come a time when Bill requested that 
you make a trip to the Soviet Union? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. Would you tell us about when that was, about what 
year? 

Mr. INsterMan. In 1935, approximately a month before I actually 
sailed. 

Mr. Conn. And before you did sail for the Soviet Union, did Bill 
introduce you to another man whom you came to know as a member 
of the Soviet apparatus? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. And by what name did you know this other man? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. Bob. 

Mr. Coun. And who do you now believe Bob to be? 

Mr. INstermMan. Whittaker Chambers. 

Mr. Coun. What did Bill tell you about going to Russia? What 
was his suggestion? How did the thing come up and what did he 
say about it before you went? What arrangements were made? 

Mr. INsterMAN. Well, at the beginning it was supposed to be a 
visit of fairly short duration. 

The CuatrmMan. I wonder if you would try and speak a little louder, 
if you could. 

Mr. Conn. You say at the beginning it was supposed to be a visit 
of short duration; is that right? 

Mr. INsteRMAN. That is right. 

Mr. Coun. Were you supposed to go alone originally? 

Mr. InNsLerRMAN. At first, my wife was supposed to go along with 
me. 

Mr. Conn. Were those plans ever changed? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. By whom were they changed? 
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Mr. INsterRMAN. By Bill. 

Mr. Coun. He told you you could not take her along? 

Mr. INsterRMAN. That is right. 

Mr. Coun. How did you obtain a passport and make the necessary 
traveling arrangements for the trip to the Soviet Union? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. Actually, I got two passports. One passport was 
given to me and was later recalled by Bill The second passport I 
cannot recall whether I filled out an application blank for it or whether 
it was given to me. 

Mr. Coun. When did Bill recall the first passport? Was that. be- 
fore you left for the Soviet Union? 

Mr. InsLERMAN. Before I left, yes 

Mr. Coun. Do you know the reason he recalled that? 

Mr. INsterman. No, I do not. 

Mr. Coun. In any event, you did get another passport either by 
applying for it or from Bill, and you used that? 

Mr. INsSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. On about how many occasions did you meet Bob, or 
Whittaker Chambers, before you left for the Soviet Union? Do you 
recall that? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. At least once, and perhaps twice. 

Mr. Coun. How did you go to Russia? 

Mr. INsLerMAN. By boat. I sailed from New York to London. 

Mr. Coun. On what steamer? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. I believe it was the U. S. S. Washington. 

Mr. Coun. And how did you get from London to the Soviet Union? 

Mr. INsLteRMAN. On a Russian ship. Its name I don’t remember. 

Mr. Coun. Do you remember where you landed in the Soviet 
Union? 

Mr. InsLeRMAN. At Leningrad. 

Mr. Coun. And did you stay at Leningrad or did you go on to 
some other city? 

Mr. InsLeRMAN. I don’t know whether I stayed overnight there or 
traveled directly to Moscow. 

Mr. Coun. | assume you proceeded to.Moscow by train; is that 
correct? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. That is right. 

Mr. Coun. By the Way, who paid the expenses lor the trip? 

Mr. InsterMan. Bill. 

Mr. Coun. Bill gave you the cash for the trip? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. When you got to Moscow, did you stay at a hotel? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. Had you been told before you left the United States, 
by Bill, at which hotel you were to register? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. By the way, were you traveling under your own name? 

Mr. InsLerMAN. No. 

Mr. Coun. Under what name were you traveling? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. Under the name of Frank DeLac. 

Mr. Coun. How do you spell the last name? 

Mr. INsterMaN. I think it is D-e-L-a-c. 

Mr. Coun. And who had suggested that name to you? 

Mr. INsterMAN. That was on the passport. 
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Mr. Conn. That was the name on the passport which they gave 
you, is that right? 

Mr. INsLeERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. And you adopted that name during this trip? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. After you were in Moscow, did you see Bill? 

Mr. InsterMAN. Yes, I saw Bill. 

Mr. Coun. Do you know how he came from the United States to 
Moscow ‘4 

Mr. InstermMan. I do not. 

Mr. Conn. He did not come with you, is that correct? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. No. 

Mr. Coun. After you made contact with Bill in Moscow, did he 
ever introduce you to anybody else there? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. To whom? 

Mr. INsLerMAn. A young man. 

Mr. Conn. And did you know his name? 

Mr. InsLerMAN. I knew him by the first name. I don’t recall his 
first name now. 

Mr. Coun. You were never given a last name in that instance, 
either? 

Mr. INsLerMAN. No. 

Mr. Coun. Did this young man spend a good deal of time with 
you while you were in Moscow? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. Did you receive from Bill and this young man, direc- 
tions as to what you were to do while in Moscow? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. And what did they have you do in Moscow? Did they 
train you in some way or attempt to train you in some way? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. Well, that is the first time I saw a Leica camera. 

Mr. Conn. They took you to see a what? 

Mr. INsterRMAN. That is the first time I saw a Leica camera. 

Mr. Coun. A Leica camera? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. Did they train you or attempt to train you in its 
operation? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. And did they attempt to train you in the operation of 
anything else? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. I remember practicing code for some time. 

Mr. Coun. Code? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. Code, yes. 

Mr. Coun. And anything besides a Leica camera and code? 

Mr. INsterRMAN. No, that is all. 

Mr. Coun. Where did you receive this instruction in the Leics 
camera and code? 

Mr. INsterRMAN. It is in some building in Moscow. 

Mr. Coun. Who took you to that building? 

Mr. INsLerMAN. This young fellow. 

Mr. Coun. Pardon me? 

Mr. InsterMAN. This young fellow. 


SUBVERSION AND ESPIONAGE IN DEFENSE ESTABLISHMENTS 1()3 


Mr. Coun. During the period of time you were in Moscow, did you 
ever see Bill clothed in any dress other than civilian clothes? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. I saw him once in a military uniform. 

Mr. Coun. In military uniform? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. I assume, of course, in the United States you had never 
seen him in anything but civilian clothes; is that right? 

Mr. INsterRMAN. That is correct. 

Mr. Coun. About how long a period of time did you remain in the 
Soviet Union? 

Mr. INsterMAN. Well, I came back December of 1935, just prior 
to Christmas. 

Mr. Coun. And while you had been in the Soviet Union, your 
training was primarily in the Leica camera and in the International 
Code; is that right? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Before you left the Soviet Union, were any arrange- 
ments made for you to continue your contact with the Soviet ap- 
paratus when you returned to the United States? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Would you tell us who made those arrangements with 
you, and what you recall about those arrangements? 

Mr. InsLterMAN. Well, I was to meet a man named Ben. Whether 
that name was his name at the time, I do not recall. But it was some 
prearranged plan. 

Mr. Conn. And was that plan a plan for a specific meeting—— 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. For the first meeting? Was the place set? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Do you recall where that place was to be? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. I believe it was the Paradise Theater in the Bronx. 

Mr. Coun. The Paradise Theater in the Bronx, N. Y.? Let me see 
if I understand this. In Moscow, before you left the Soviet Union, 
arrangements were made for this meeting, this rendezvous, between 
you and a man who was to identify himself as Ben, and which was to 
take place at some later time in front of the Paradise Theater in the 
Bronx; is that correct? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. That is correct. 

Mr. Coun. You say you returned to the United States prior to 
Christmas? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. That is right. 

Mr. Coun. And did you keep this meeting 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. With Ben in front of this movie theater in the Bronx? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. And did Ben appear at this meeting? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. For a period of time thereafter, did Ben continue to be 
your contact man in this apparatus? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Did Ben continue to give you money as Bill had given 
it to you? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 
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\ir. Conn. Did Ben ever give you any directions as to further 
ning that you were supposed to have? Did he ever suggest you 
take any courses or anything along those lines? 
Mir. INsteERMAN. | took some courses at RCA Institute in New 
York, at his suggesti 
Mr. Coun. About how long did you attend the RCA Institute at 


re on 


his su vestion? 

Mir. INSLERMAN. Just the spring of 1936 

Mr. Conn. After you had completed those courses, did your 
SOV t contact ever make an suggestions to you that you leave 
New York City and CO elsewhe re? 

\l INSI ERMAN Ye 3 The early summer of 1936. a sugeestion 


made that I move to Baltimore. 

Coun. Did you move to Baltimore? 

INSLERMAN. I did 

Coun. By whom was the suggestion made? 

INSLERMAN. By’ Ben 

r. Coun. Do you recall at what address you resided in Baltimore? 
r. INSLERMAN. At 2113 Callow Avenue 


» 


ee ow toe tol to bal to 


r. COHN. C-a |-l-o-w 
Ir. INSLERMAN. That is right 
r. Coun. In addition to your contact, continuing your contact 


a 


with the Soviet apparatus, did you obtain legitimate employment 
while you were lm Baltimore? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes, finally, at the Bohn Refrigerator Co. 

Mr. Conn. Sir? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Finally, at the Bohn Refrigerator Co. 

Mr. Coun. B-o-h-n? 

Mr. INsLeERMAN. First at Westinghouse, in the spring of that year; 
and then Bohn Refrigerator Co. for approximately 6 months; and 
the Dakka Co. for approximately 6 months. 

Mr. Conn. Is that D-a-k-k-a? 

Mr. InsterMAN. That is right. 

That brings me in to the year of 1938, then. 

\ir. Conn. That was your legitimate employment, is that right? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. That is right. 

Mr. Conn. During the period of time you were working for these 
companies, did you continue to be in contact with this Soviet ap- 





) 


paratus: 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun By whom were you contacted? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. By Ben. 

Mr. Coun. By Ben? 

Mr. Insterman. And at some time in Baltimore, again I don’t 
know the exact date, but by Bob. 

Mr. Coun. Did Bob, or Whittaker Chambers, ever give you any- 
thing when he contacted you in Baltimore? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes 

\ir. Conn. What did he ive to you? 

\ir. INSLERMAN. Some documents. 

Mr. Coun. Prior to his giving these documents to you, had the 
upparatus supplied you with a camera? 

\ir. INSLERMAN. Yes, in the summer of 1936. 

Mr. Coun. What kind of a camera did they clve you? 
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Mr. INsLeRMAN. A Leica camera. 

Mr. Coun. After they gave you that Leica camera, did there come 
a time when you obtained a second Leica camera? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. I purchased my own Leica in the summer 
of 1937. 

Mr. Coun. In the summer of 1937 

Could you give us just a very brief description of the type camera 
a Leica is? 

Mr. INsLeERMAN. It is a miniature camera. It takes pictures on 35- 
millimeter film. 

Mr. Coun. Is it particularly suited to such things as photographing 
documents? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Do you recall the first occasion on which Chambers, 
or Bob, delivered to you any documents? 

Mr. INsterMAN. The recollection is dim, but sometime in late 1937, 
Chambers came to my house with some documents which I photo- 
graphed. 

Mr. Coun. Did Chambers give you documents to photograph on 
any occasions besides this once? 

Mr. InsterMAN. Yes. There were, as far as I can recall, five 
different occasions. 

Mr. Coun. In other words, you can recall specifically five different 
occasions on which Chambers gave you these documents to photo- 
graph; is that right? , 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. Were these documents, from your observation, Govern- 
ment documents? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Do you recall anything about the content of any of 
these documents, any of the names you might have seen, whether 
they were State Department names or material, or things along those 
lines? 

Mr. INsLeERMAN. I recall the name of Grew. 

Mr. Conn. Ambassador Grew? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Grew; yes. G-r-e-w. And Bullitt. 

Mr. Conn. Ambassador Grew and Ambassador Bullitt. You recall 
specifically those two names on the documents; is that correct? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. What instructions would Chambers give to you when 
he delivered these documents to you? 

Mr. INsLeERMAN. To photograph them, return them, and return the 
film. 

Mr. Coun. By the way, of course, you never knew that Bob’s name 
was Whittaker Chambers? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. I did not. 

Mr. Coun. You knew him as Bob—period—just as you had known 
the other members of the apparatus as Ben and Bill, and so on, and so 
forth? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. What instructiors did Bob give you concerning these 
documents when he would give them to you? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Well, I was to photograph them and the following 
day return the documents back to him as well as the film. 
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Mr. Coun. Would Bob place a time limit? Would he give you a 
time limit within which you had to do this work, on occasion? 

Mr. INsterMan. They usually had to be returned the following 
morning 

Mr. Coun. The documents usually had to be returned by the follow- 
ing morning? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. Would you redeliver these documents to Bob, or would 
he come and pick them up, or what? 

Mr. INsterMAN. I delivered them to Bob. 

Mr. Conn. You would deliver them to him. Where would 
you deliver them to him, do you recall? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. In Washington, except on the first occasion, 
when he came to my home. He took the documents along with 
him, himself, at that time, as well as the film. 

Mr. Conn. And would you see Bob in both Baltimore and in 
Washington? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. While you were continuing these contacts with Bob, 
and while he was giving you these Government documents to photo- 
graph, did you continue your contact with Ben? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. Up in New York? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. About how frequently would you see Ben? 

Mr. INsSLERMAN. Well, my recollection is dim, but it seems that 
would be around once a month. 

Mr. Conn. Who would pay you for the work you did, Bob or 
Ben? 

Mr. INsterMan. Well, I recall getting money from both Ben and 
Bob. 

Mr. Coun. Did there ever come a time when Ben ceased to be 
your Soviet contact in New York? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. And was he succeeded by anybody else? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes; by a man named Jake. 

Mr. Coun. By a man named Jake? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. And you never knew Jake by a last name, is that 
right? 

Mr. INsLeERMAN. No, I did not. 

Mr. Coun. Would you continue your meetings with Jake as you 
had with Ben in the past? 

Mr. INSLERMAN, Yes. 

Mr. Coun. For about how long a period of time did you continue, 
to your best recollection, photographing these documents for Chambers 
or for Bob? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Well, to the best of my recollection, it was some- 
time in either late spring or early summer of 1938. 

Mr. Coun. Did there come a time when you were no longer con- 
tacted by Bob? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. And did you learn thereafter that he had defected or 
broken from the Soviet underground? 
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Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Would you tell us the circumstances under which you 
learned that? I might ask you this. I will withdraw that and ask 
you this preliminary question: After Bob no longer contacted you, 
after he stopped contacting you, did you continue your contact with 
your Soviet representative in New York, Jake? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. Well, - see, I can’t remember exactly when 
Jake came into the picture and when Ben left off. But contacts were 
continued, I believe. 

Mr. Coun. In other words, do you recall seeing Jake after you saw 
Bob for the last time? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Would you tell us the circumstances under which you 
learned that Bob had defected from the Soviet underground? 

Mr. INsLerRMAN. I went to Washington—it must have been because 
of a telephone call—and on a street corner | met someone—whom it 
was, I do not recall—and this man gave me a letter. Something was 
said at the time, and on the way home I opened the letter. 

Mr. Conn. You opened the letter, is that right? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. | opened the letter, yes. 

Mr. Coun. Did you read the letter? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. I read the letter 

Mr. Coun. And from reading the letter, did you learn by whom 
that letter was written? 

Mr. INsLeERMAN. It was written by Bob. 

Mr. Coun. And for whom was the letter written by Bob intended? 

Mr. INSLERM AN. Well, Lo be forwarded. 

Mr. Coun. To be forwarded to 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. To either Jake or Ben. 

Mr. Coun. To be forwarded to a member of the Soviet apparatus? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. From reading that letter, did you learn that Bob had 
broken sharply with the Soviet underground? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Can you describe for us the nature of that letter, just 
in general terms? 

Mr. INsLteERMAN. Well, my recollection, again, is dim. But it was 
a horrible letter. Death was mentioned there, and Bob was afraid of 
his life, and I imagine the life of his family. 

Mr. Coun. That was the general nature of the letter, is that 
right? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

The CuairmMan. I understand you copied part of that letter, is that 
correct? 

Mr. INsLeERMAN. Pardon? 

The Cuarrman. Did you copy part of that letter? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

The Cuatrman. And ofter the committee issued a subpena, | 
understand you went to the FBI, upon the advice of your lawyers, 
and you gave the FBI all the information that you could, and are 
still giving them information? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. That is correct. 

The CuairMan. And you gave the FBI the part of the letter which 
you had copied; is that correct: 
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Mr. INsterMAN. That is correct. 

The CuatrmMan. And you have given the committee a copy of that 
part of the letter which you copied, also; is that correct? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. That is correct. 

The CuarrMAN. I might suggest, Mr. Counsel, that this be read 
into the record at this time. This is a letter—and let us see if we have 
it straight—this is a letter from Bob, or Whittaker Chambers. It 
was delivered to you, to be in tura given to your contacts in the espion- 
age apparatus. Before you turned that over to the underground, 
you copied it, and what we have today is part of the Whittaker 
Chambers letter directed to the underground? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. That is correct. 

The CuarrMan. I might suggest that be read into the record. 

Mr. Coun. Very well, Mr. Chairman. 

As you explained, this is merely a section of the letter, and some 
words at the beginning are illegible. A couple of words throughout 
the letter are illegible, and there are abbreviations. 

The first line, to read everything here in the excerpt, the first line 
has the word ‘‘t-i-e,” “tie’; than a little later ‘“f-i-e-d’’; then a 
blank space; “a’’; then ‘fon’; “but if it is’—then some more words 
are skipped. There is a “‘T,”’ then “is somebody else of the same 
breed, so that it does not make C. H. different.”’ 

Then from this point on, there is a full text of this section: 

Two months ago, such a warning might have alarmed me. At this moment 
I find it funny. U1 is racing with ug. 

The CHAIRMAN. Does that mean the underground? 

Mr. Coun. Well, it does have that abbreviation. 

I feel that if you can afford to take that risk, so can I, and that if you really 
must 
there is a “‘y” instead of a ‘t”’ 


continue violent projects against me or my family, you are certainly going to 
have competition [ do not say that you will fail, but what I believe is that you 
will involve yourself in a major disaster, the consequences of which you cannot 
even begin to appraise realistically since it is clear that you 


the “‘you” is omitted 


do not appraise realistically even your own position here at present. 

No doubt the handling of the G n case, especially the verbal parts and cer- 
tain reports that have come to your recent attention, not only from the intelli- 
gence but from the foreign O.— 


undoubtedly meaning ‘‘Office’’— 


lead you to believe that the ug. both from domestie and international reasons, 
dreads nothing so much as an exposure of your activities. 
As regards the Pres. and the Att. G. 


undoubtedly the President and Attorney General— 


directly under the Pres., this may be true. But not every office (and this is a 
direct warning) of the Att. G. is in line with the Pres. policy: for more than one 
reason, some of them may be interested in initiating investigations of their own. 
One of them is engaged in such an investigation now. 

After all, even in nonpurge years, there is frequent jurisdictional conflict 
home?’”’ 


“at 
and that “at home’’ I think from the context refers to the Soviet 
Union, Mr. Chairman 


not only between the Commis.—but between departments within the same 
Commis. 
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undoubtedly meaning ‘‘Commissariat’’— 

as my misfortunes of last year are in part a good example. It is no different in 
America. Do not imagine that F. Murphy is there wholly for the purpose of 
dampening all investigations or that the State Department can forever put the 
brakes on them. In fact, I should guess that the State Department is going to 
be sitting on some very hot coals in the near future There is something brew- 
ing now, but from the calm way you are running around, you do not seem to 
know it 

That is the excerpt from the Chambers letter. 

Now, after you copied this letter, and from which you have retained 
this excerpt throughout the years, did you pass the letter on to the 
Soviet underground? 

Mr. INsSLERMAN. Yes; I did. 

Mr. Coun. To whom did you give that letter? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. To Jake. 

Mr. Coun. Did you ever discuss the contents of that letter and 
Chambers’ defection from the underground with Jake? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. Did you have satisfactory discussions with Jake about 
that? 

Mr. INsterMAN. No. 

Mr. Coun. Did you press him on the complaints Chambers made 
in his letter about the treatment and the threats and the things along 
those lines? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes, 

Mr. Conn. Pardon me? 

Mr. INSLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. And did Jake explain the position of the Soviet under- 
ground to your satisfaction? 

Mr. INsterMAn. No. 

Mr. Conn. And did this rift eventually lead to your defection from 
the underground? 

Mr. INsLERMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. About when would you say that that defection on your 
part occurred? 

Mr. InsterMAN. Again, my recollection is dim, but it was in late 
1938 or early 1939. 

Mr. Coun. And your defection occurred when you no longer 
received or accepted contact from Jake, who was your last Soviet 
underground representative ; is that correct? 

Mr. INsteRMAN. That is correct. 

Mr. Conn. And from that time on, have you had any connection 
with the Soviet underground? 

Mr. INsteRMAN. No. 

Mr. Coun. Have you engaged in any further acts of espionage of 
any kind? 

Mr. INsLeRMAN. No. 

Mr. Coun. When you were called before the grand jury in a pro- 
ceeding in connection with the Alger Hiss trial, you invoked the fifth 
amerdment; is that correct? 

Mr. InsterMAN. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Against self-imcrimination? 

Mr. InsterMAN. That is right. 

Mr. Conn. However, when you were served with a subpena by 
this committee a short time ago, after consultation with your counsel 
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you decided that the proper course to follow as an American citizen 
was to cooperate with the duly constituted authorities, and you 
therefore have told the truth to the FBI and to this committee; is 
that right? 

Mr. INsterMan. That is correct. 

Mr. Conn. I think that completes the examination. 

The CuarrmMan. I want to thank you very much, s 

May I say to your counsel, as you know, heres are many other 
things we would like to go into with this witness. However, his de- 
cision to testify has been so recent that I do not want him to cover 
anything unless he is absolutely positive of the facts. Some of the 
material we went over last night, as you may recall, was a bit vague. 
I would like to go into some of that other material at a later date, 
after he has had a chance to refresh his recollection. 

I may say that I got in touch with Whittaker Chambers last night. 
He is ill at the present time. Otherwise, I would like very much to 
have this witness and Mr. Chambers get together, and together they 
perhaps can recollect many more facts than he can alone. I talked 
to Mrs. Chambers, and I am inclined to think that Whit will be per- 
haps available within a matter of weeks. 

When that occurs, the committee would like very much if one of the 
attorneys and the witness could go over there and sit down with Whit- 
taker Chambers. If you will do that, and get in touch with us, we 
will make the arrangements for you. 

Mr. Briaas. We wish to express our appreciation for the courtesies 
of the committee, too, sir. 

The Cuarrman. Thank you very much. 

Your next witness? 

Mr. Coun. Mr. Chairman, before calling the next witness, in ac- 
cordance with your suggestion I think we should again note on the 
record here that the confirmation given by Mr. Inslerman on the facts 
developed by the Federal Bureau of Investigation over the past years, 
is that there is once again further testimony of the magnificent job 
that that agency, under Mr. Hoover, has been performing in exposing 
Soviet espionage in this Nation. 

The CHarrMaNn. That is right. 

Mr. Coun. The next witness is Mr. Sille, Mr. Chairman. 

The CuatrMan. Would you raise your right hand? 

In this matter now in hearing before the committee, do you sol- 
emnly swear that you will tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Sriue. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF CYRIL SILLE 


The CuarrMan. I want to thank you very much, Mr. Sille, for the 
cooperation that you have given the staff of the committee. 

Counsel will ask you now about certain individuals who are in the 
audience and who have been previously named. 

Mr. Coun. We will ask this witness about nobody who has not 
been subpenaed to appear here. 

Mr. Sille, you work at General Electric, do you not? 

Mr. Siuue. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Conn. Could we get your full name, first? 
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Mr. Stiue. Cyril. 

Mr. Coun. C-y-r-i-] S-i-l-l-e? 

Mr. Stiue. That is right. 

Mr. Conn. For how long a period of time have you been working 
at General Electric? 

Mr. Situe. Over 12 years. 

Mr. Conn. Over 12 years? 

Mr. Sruue. Yes. 

Mr. Conn. During that period of time, were you a member of the 
Communist Party? 

Mr. Situs. During the period? Yes. 

Mr. Conn. And about when did you join the Communist Party? 

Mr. Sttue. In 1944, I believe. 

Mr. Conn. Around 1944? 

Mr. Situe. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. And when did you leave the Communist Party? 

Mr. Stuuze. My activities in that party ceased, I would say, 
definitely in the fall of 1946. 

Mr. Coun. In the fall of—you would say definitely around the 
fall of 1946, is that right? 

Mr. Stutz. That is right. 

The CuHatrMan. I wish you would not shine those lights on the 
witness unless it is absolutely necessary. 

Mr. Coun. Did you know any of the people who are working at 
General Electric who were members of the Communist Party along 
with you? 

Mr. Sttue. I would like you to give me a ruling. 

Mr. Coun. Sir? 

Mr. Sttue. I would like you to give me a ruling as to the difference 
of a member of the Communist Party and one who has been attending 
meetings of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Coun. I think you should just give us your knowledge on that 

The Cuatrman. May I ask the witness, does it bother you or dis- 
concert you to have these lights on? 

Mr. Stuue. It does a little. 

The CHarrMan. Then we had better leave them off. I am going to 
ask the photographers not to stand there in front of the witness with 
your cameras pointed. It makes it extremely difficult for him. 1] 
know it is part of your job; you have to take pictures. Take what you 
must, but cut it to a minimum. 

Mr. Coun. I think I will do this, Mr. Sille. I want to get the exact 
facts from you. Were there any people at General Electric who 
attended Communist Party meetings with you? 

Mr. Stuue. Yes. That is a very clear answer. 

Mr. Coun. In other words, you did not see their party cards? 

Mr. Situe. I wanted to get that very clearly. I do not want to 
make accusations which I cannot substantiate with facts. 

Mr. Coun. You only want to give us the exact knowledge which 
you have, is that right? 

Mr. Stuie. That is right. 

Mr. Conn. Did you attend any Comminust Party meetings with 
people working at General Electric? 

Mr. Sttuz. To my knowledge, yes 

Mr. Conn. You did? 
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Mr. Stuue. Yes 

Mr. Coun. Can you give us the names of any persons at General 
Electric with whom you attended these meetings? 

Mr. Siutie. Well, there were several people that I attended meetings 
with, but I can’t remember most of the names. 

Mr. Coun. Suppose I take the list you supplied us with yesterdsy 
and ask you about them. 

Do you recall a Mr. Friedlander, who testified yesterday? 

Mr. Stuue. Yes. 

The CHAarrMAN. We will take a 5-minute recess 

Brief recess 

The Cuatrrman. The committee will come to order. 

We will have to have a rather abbreviated hearing this morning, I 
im afraid. Ihave to be in New York. We will proceed for another 
15 minutes, in view of the time limitation. 

Mr Conn. Mr. Sille, I have to ask you this one thing: Was there 
| year when you were in the Communist Party that you won a prize 
for aici sold the largest number of subscriptions to the Daily 
Worker in the area? 

Mr. Strue. That is positively true. 

Mr. Conn. And as a reward for that, were you sent to the Lenin 
Memorial Meeting at Madison Square Garden and permitted to sit 
on the platform with the party leaders? 

Mr. Sritue. Correct. 

Mr. Coun. I have asked you about Mr. Friedlander. 

Did Mr. Northrop also attend meetings of the Party with you? 

Mr. Stuue. Mr. Northrop? 

Mr. Conn. Mr. Robert Northrop. 

Mr. Stuue. I have seen him, yes. 

Mr. Conn. At party meetings? 

Mr. Srtue. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. Did you likewise see a man named Dewey Brashear? 

Mr. Sruue. Yes. 

Mr. Cohn. I believe Mr. Brashear has been subpenaed this morning. 

The CHarrmMan. Let’s hear Mr. Brashear, and I think he will be 
our last witness this morning. 

You may step aside, Mr. Sille. We will not hear you any further 
today. We will notify you when we are coming back. Thank you 
very, very much. 

May I say if you are in any way threatened or molested because of 
having testified here and told the truth, 1 wish you would let the com- 
mittee know that immediately, and we will take the necessary steps. 

Mr. Sirus. How may | get in touch with the committee? 

Mr. Coun. We will have someone keep in touch with you. 

The Cuatrman. Mr. Dewey Brashear 

Will you raise your right hand, Mr. Brashear? In this matter now 
in hearing before the committee, do you sole oa swear that you will 
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 

God? 

Mr. BrasHear. So help me God. 
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TESTIMONY OF DEWEY F. BRASHEAR 


(Mr. Brashear was accompanied by his counsel, Martin R. Bradley, 
Jr., 900 Ellicott Square, Buffalo, N. Y.) 

The CuatrMaN. Before this witness is interrogated, yesterday we 
had a young man whom I called forward to have sworn, who refused 
to be sworn. I told him he could come back today if he cared to, 
with his attorney, to purge himse if of the contempt. 

Mr. Altieri? “Is he in the room? 

Have you consulted a lawyer since yesterday? 

Mr. Auriert. No, I haven't. 

The CHARMAN. Yesterday you refused to be sworn. That, of 
course, is considered contempt of the committee. I won't have a 
chance to hear you this morning. The only question is: Are you here 
today to be sworn, to testify? If so, we will arrange that you come 
before the committee at some future time. 

Mr. Autrert. Yes, sir. 

The CuarrmMan. We will let you know when we want you, then. 
You may sit down. 

Mr. Coun. May we have your full name, please, Mr. Brasheat 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

The CHarrmMan. May I say for the record, eg the young man’s 
benefit, I told you yesterday we would move to have you cited for 
contempt. In view of tbe fact that you are i re to testify, the con- 
tempt action against you will be dropped. Do you understand that? 

Mr, Autiert. Yes. 

Mr. Coun. May we get your full name, — 

Mr. Brasnear. Dewey Franklin Brashea 

Mr. Coun. B-r-a-s-h-e-a-r? 

Mr. Brasuear. That is right. 

Mr. Coun. Where do you reside? 

Mr. BrasHear. Broadalbin, R. F. D. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. BrasHear. Would you turn the lights off, please? 

Mr. Coun. Surely. 

Mr. Brashear, are you employed at General Electric? 

Mr. Brasuear. I am. 

Mr. Coun. For how long a period of time have you been working 
there? 

Mr. Brasuear. Thirteen years plus, probably. 

Mr. Coun. You heard the testimony of Mr. Sille to the effect that 
you had attended Communist meetings with him. Is that testimony 
true? 

Mr. BrasHear. I refuse to answer that question for two reasons: 
The first reason is that I question the jurisdictional authority of this 
committee. I will explain myself on that point. 

This committee, according to my subpena, and according to the 
colleagues of the chairman in the Republican Party, have said many 
times that this committee’s proper function is to investigate Govern- 
ment expenditures. My subpena at the bottom of it, over the chair- 
man’s name, under the chairman’s name, says that it is a committee 
to investigate Government operations. 

So I question the jurisdictional authority of this committee. That 
is my first reason. 
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\lv second reason has to do with the first and the fifth amendment 
of th 
The CuatrmMan. May I interrupt. For counsel’s benefit and for 
the benefit of the Witness that same cround was raised by Mr. Harvey 
Q’Connor before the committee. He has since been indicted and is 


} 


now awaiting trial. I just wanted you to know for your protection 
that that has been passed upon by the courts, and the man is awaiting 
jr) ] 


Liki 
\{[r. Brasuear. Senator McCarthy, in my last appearance before 


| did everything in my power to be respectful. As a matter of 

ct | fee] the Same Way today toward the Senate of the United 

States gut I want to respectfully advise you that the following 

situation exists: You are the interrogator; | am the witness. You 
ask the questions. I will formulate my own answers. 


Now, if vou wish to ask the questions and formulate the answers, 


then there is no need of me he ine’ here, is there? 

The CuatrMan. Would you formulate an answer, then 

Mr. BrasHear. I was 

The CHarrmMan. Will you formulate an answer as to whether or 
not vou attended Communist meetings? 

Mr. Brasuear. I was formulating the answer, and I was inter 
rupted with a threat of contempt. 

The CHAIRMAN. Proceed 

Mr. BrasHear. Mr. Bradley here is my counsel. If I get in 
trouble, I will talk to him 

\s I was saving, I had two reasons for refusing to answer the ques- 
lon I stated the one. 

The second reason is the protection that the fifth amendment 
ives me, guarantees me the right that I don’t have to be a witness 
against myself 

The CHarrmMan. Let me today read your testimony given in ex- 


t 


ecutive session and see if you want that to stand or not. 
Mr. BrasHear. O. K 


The CHarrMANn. On page 232: 

QurEstTion. Have you been engaged in espior 

ANSWER. I refuse to answer that q tion under the fifth amendment of the 
(* t " 


Do you want that answer to stand, or do you want to correct that? 
Mr. BrasHear. Senator, | am glad you raised that. You know, 
we are all ordinary laymen, that are called before this committee. 

The CaarrmMan. [ am asking a simple question. 

Mr. Brasnear. I will give you a simple answer. 

The CHarrMan. Do you want this, “Yes” or ‘‘No,”’ do you want it 
to stand? 

Mr. BrasHear. I do not want it to stand; no, sir. I want to give 
another answer. 

The CHArRMAN. You may give another answer. 

Mr. Brasnear I want to deny emphatically that I ever engaged 
in any espionage or sabotage, or anything detrimental to the best 
interests of this country. 

And I want to add to that, Senator, the following statement: that I 
challenge this committee, the General Electric Co., the FBI. or the 
Department of Justice, to produce evidence of a single indictable 
offense that I have committed against this country. 2 
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And I say to you further, Senator, either please do that, or remove 
me from your blacklist. 

The CuarrmMan. This morning we heard testimony that you at- 
tended Communist Party meetings, took part in those meetings. 
That is a violation of the law. It is a violation of the Smith Act. 
You are here now for the purpose of denying that under oath, if you 
care to. 

I know that it is easy for you people to go out and deny it outside 
the doors to this room, but you sing a different tune when you are 
under oath. 

If you were not part of the Communist conspiracy, if you did not 
attend the meetings as the previous witness has testified, if he was 
lying about you, now is your chance to tell the world he was lying. 
Now is your chance to say, “I did not attend Communist Party 
meetings.” 

If you attended them, you may invoke the fifth amendment. It is 
a very simple question. There is no doubt in our mind whatsoever, 
from the evidence we have had, that you have been active in the 
Communist conspiracy. We did not make that testimony public, 
however, until you were here to hear it. We think that any man who 
is accused of something so grave as you have been accused of should 
be allowed to answer the same day, at the same time, if possible, that 
the accusations are made in public. 

Now, if you want to tell us whether or not you did attend those 
meetings, as was testified, whether you did take part in that Com- 
munist conspiracy 

Mr. BrasHear. You say you have all the evidence against me. 
Why don’t you seek an indictment on that basis? 

The CuHarkMan. | understand you refuse to answer? 

Mr. Brasnear. I refuse to answer that question, because I don’t 
want to be framed, and I rest on the fifth amendment, the privilege 
that guarantees innocent people justice. 

The CuarrMan. You are entitled to rely upon the fifth amendment 
As I have stated before, the fifth amendment was for the purpose of 
protecting the individual. The Communists are now using it to pro- 
tect a conspiracy against the United States. There is not much I 
can do about this abuse of the fifth amendment. 

You may step down. 

The committee will adjourn now until further call. 

Mr. Beuerave. I would like to give some testimony on the espio- 
nage and sabotage question. 

The CHarrMan. I will hear no further witnesses this morning. 

Mr. FrrepLaNnperR. You asked a question about espionage and 
sabotage, and we denied all about it. Every witness, in the testimony, 
has testified on espionage and sabotage, and we deny the whole thing. 
It is a frameup from start to finish. That is your only purpose. | 
am subpenaed here, and I am called here, and I will stay here. 

The CuarrMan. Officer, remove him. Remove this other fifth 
amendment case, too. 

Mr. Betcrave. We testified against espionage and sabotage. We 
have a right to say so in public. 

The Cuarrman. Officer, remove this other fifth ameadment Com- 
munist. 
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The other witnesses who have been subpenaed will consider them- 
selves under subpena. They will be advised as to the time and place 
where they will be called 

[ want to thank the marshals and the police officers for keeping 
these Communist demonstrations under control. Thank you very 
much. 

Whereupon, at 11:17 a. m., the hearing was recessed, subject to 
the call of the Chair. 
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